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The appearance of the H5N1 strain of bird flu in Europe, and particularly the outbreak reported last month in Turkey, has heightened already raised concerns about the spread of the virus and its potential to seed the next human pandemic.
There are new worries about how the disease appeared to infect birds almost simultaneously in 13 provinces scattered around Turkey and further concerns about why more people seemed to be infected than in any other outbreak since the disease first began infecting humans in 2003.
Tempering these concerns is the news that relatively few of the Turkish victims have so far died from the disease compared with the previous outbreaks, in which up to half the human cases proved fatal.
Doctors and health officials, worried about the threat of a human pandemic, aren't even sure if these developments constitute good news or bad. But they do suggest that the H5N1 bird flu is a growing challenge.
Researchers But other researchers believe the new findings and the current pattern of bird flu, the human infections and human influenza may mean that a pandemic is still some time away. While that may give government authorities a little more breathing space, there is growing consensus that, if the H5N1 strain leads to the next human pandemic, the consequences could be catastrophic.
Writing recently, Neil Ferguson, a specialist in infectious disease epidemiology at Imperial College London said: "the odds are that there will be no human pandemic in the next five years. However, this is no reason for complacency or a reduction in preparedness planning. As the emergence of a pandemic is, in essence, a chance event, we cannot predict exactly when the next pandemic will strike or how severe its consequences will be. That it will strike eventually is certain." As sugar is both a key resource of the Cuban economy and a basis
Cuban efforts bolstered
A high profile delegation of UK researchers travelled to Havana last month to discuss collaborative projects targeted at the life sciences. Michael Gross reports.
